
Snail Mail versus Email 

What is email? 

Email is a way of sending and receiving digital content over the internet. This 

includes text (words), photos, music, videos and documents. 

Snail Mail versus Email Comparison Chart 
 Snail Mail Email 

To or From 

Address 

Brian Johnson 

123 Main Street 

Santa Ana, CA 92704 

Brianjohnson242@yahoo.com 

(no spaces allowed) 

Delivery Methods  Delivered by U.S. 

Postal Service, 

UPS or FEDEX 

 Received in a 

home mailbox or 

at a Post Office 

Box  

 Delivered by the email 

provider over the internet 

 Delivered into the Inbox of 

the person to whom it is 

addressed. 

Delivery Time  2-3 days by Post 

Office 

 Overnight or up 

to 5 days by UPS 

or Fedex 

 Immediately or within 

minutes 

Costs  Charge by size 

and weight and 

how quickly you 

want item 

delivered. 

 Free 

 Does not matter how long 

the message or how many 

attachments. 

 Delivery always the same – 

immediately 

Contents  Letters 

 Packages 

 File Attachments including 

photos, music, documents, 

videos and more. 

 

 

 

mailto:Brianjohnson242@yahoo.com


Email Advantages over Using Snail Mail 
 Snail Mail Email 

Communicate with 

Multiple People at 

Once 

 No 

 Can only mail the 

item to one 

person at a time. 

 Yes 

 Can send to hundreds or 

thousands of people at the 

same time - instantly. 

Know immediately 

if you sent 

something to the 

wrong address 

 No 

 Takes up to 7 

days to return to 

you something 

that had the 

wrong address. 

 Yes 

 Immediately notified if the 

address is not correct or 

invalid. 

Privacy – Delivery 

is to a private 

mailbox requiring 

a pass code 

 No 

 Email is delivered 

to your house 

 Anyone at your 

residence or a 

business can read 

it. 

 Yes 

 Email is sent into your 

private email account. 

 Can only be accessed if you 

know the pass code to the 

email account. 

Anywhere/Anytime 

Access 

 No 

 Must be home to 

get your mail or 

go to the post 

office to pick it 

up. 

 Yes 

 Only need a computer and 

internet access. 

 You can access email from 

anywhere in the world. 

Online Banking, 

Shop Online, 

Facebook, Online 

Job Applications, 

Skype, Place 

Online phone 

Calls, and much 

more. 

 No 

 Not allowed 

without an email 

address. 

 Yes 

 These functions only 

available with an email 

address. 

 


